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James Bruce.8th Earl of Elgin

Mission accomplished: remembering Elgin in Japan
No-one who knows the leading role Scotland played in the British
Empire will be surprised that a Scot signed Great Britain’ s first
substantive treaty with Japan. More than 150 years of UK-Japanese
relations, plus the special Japan-Scotland affinity that the JSA
celebrates, all spring from a single source: The 1858 mission of
James Bruce, 8th Earl of Elgin and 12th Earl of Kincardine (1811-
1863) to Yokohama and Edo [Tokyo|

In her words it was an “enormous privilege” for the JSA's
President Emeritus Prof Taeko Seki to visit Broomhall House in
Fife, seat of the Earls of Elgin as a guest of Charles, Lord Bruce,
the great x 3 grandson of the 8th Earl on 7 March 2020. The heir
to the Earldom, Lord Bruce is a formidable historian of a family
that traces its lineage back to King Robert the Bruce. Charles
Bruce is a gracious and hugely knowledgeable host, very familiar
with Japan. He has lectured on his ancestor in Kanagawa and
Osaka and lent items from the family collection to an exhibition in
Kanagawa in 2009.

Set on the banks of the Firth of Forth near Dunfermline in Fife,
Broomhall House is a treasure-house of family and national history,
containing several collections from Africa, North America South
Asia and the Far East acquired principally as diplomatic gifts in
18th and 19th centuries. The house as it now stands was remod-
elled for the 7th Earl, best known for bringing the Elgin Marbles
from Athens to London.

Broomhall also has a small private museum, which at the time of
our visit was displaying items relating to James Bruce' s trip to
Japan. including exquisite lacquer boxes, brush writing equipment,
a beautifully preserved man’ s kimono and a pipe, all gifts to
Elgin' s party from the Shogun's representatives. Some of the
family’ s greatest treasures are the water-coloured sketches by the
expedition’ s artist Captain Charles Bedwell RN, among the first
images of Japan and the Japanese ever seen in the West. Other
rarities include a book of Hokusai cartoons, a contemporary map of
Edo and a group of cranes modelled in silver and bronze that may
be an official gift from the short-lived boy Shogun Tokugawa
Iemochi (1846-1866), or his soon-to-be-assassinated Regent (Tairo)
Li Naosuke (1815-1860).

Elgin’ s mission, negotiating treaties with China and Japan, is
described in vivid detail in Laurence Oliphant’ s Narrative of the

Earl of Elgin's Mission to China and Japan (1859), occurred during
the well-travelled aristocrat’s time as Queen Victoria's High
Commissioner and Plenipotentiary. A capable professional diplomat
and a high-minded man (he was an Oxford friend of Gladstone),
Elgin was charged with ‘opening’” China and Japan for trade
with the British Empire. His no-nonsense approach to the Chinese
resulted in the destruction of the Qing Emperor’ s Summer Palace
(as an alternative to bombarding Beijing) and the ceding of the
Kowloon peninsula.

His private papers reveal Elgin as a fascinating Victorian figure:
For all his effectiveness as an instrument of mid-19th Century
gunboat diplomacy’  the Dictionary of National Biography
suggests he was “privately deeply troubled by Britain' s aggres-
sive policy” and “ambivalent about the British policy of forcing
trade on the peoples of China and Japan”.

Unlike in China, no violence was involved in the ‘unequal’
Anglo-Japanese Treaty of Amity and Commerce (H %5038 554,
Nichi-Ei Shaké Tsasho Joyaku). It was signed a month after the
arrival of Elgin’ s four-ship flotilla on 26 August 1858 in the heat of
the Japanese summer. The Shogunate, aware of the price of
resistance to Western pressure, was prepared to offer European
powers the same terms they had agreed with the US envoy
Townsend Harris the previous month. The pact allowed represen-
tative of the British government to reside at Edo, opened Hakodate,
Kanagawa and Nagasaki to British commerce and allowed British
subjects could travel within a range of 25 miles of each port, and
opened Edo and Osaka to British expats. While internal Japanese
controversy about the ‘Ansel treaties’ led to civil strife and
ultimately the Meiji Revolution of 1868, one beneficiary was an
obscure 2l-year-old fellow-countryman of Lord Elgin's called
Thomas Glover who arrived in Nagasaki the following year.

The rest, as they say, is history. The JSA is hugely grateful to Lord
Bruce for showing us how the two sides in the relationship between

our island nations first appeared to each other.
( Colin Donald )
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The Queen’s Anniversary Prizes ®ReceptionliZHii LT

Royal honour for the University of Stirling

The Duke and Duchess of Cornwall have bestowed the UK's
highest academic honour - the Queen’ s Anniversary Prize - upon
the University of Stirling” s Institute of Aquaculture. The royal
couple presented the Queen’ s Anniversary Prize to the Principal
and Vice-Chancellor, Professor Gerry McCormac, and the Head of
Aquaculture, Professor Selina Stead, at a special ceremony at
Buckingham Palace on 20 February 2020.

The Queen’ s Anniversary Prize was established by Her Majesty
The Queen in 1992 to mark the 40th anniversary of her accession.
The Prize is part of the UK honours system and is the highest
national honour awarded to further and higher education. It recog-
nises outstanding work that shows quality and innovation, and
delivers real benefit to the wider world through research, educa-
tion and training. The award acknowledges the dedication of the
team in the Institute, and within the wider University.

The University of Stirling is home to one of the world’ s largest
aquaculture centres and is responsible for the UK’ s reputation as
a global leader in the sector. The Queen's Anniversary Prize
celebrates the pioneering innovations and research impact of the
Institute in one of the world” s fastest-growing food production
sectors in a bid to tackle global hunger. Experts at the Institute are
finding solutions to the “world biggest challenges” including
sustainable food production, fish farming and the support of water-
based food projects overseas. They have an international reputa-
tion for teaching, research, technological innovation and consul-
tancy within the sector. This reflects years of collaborative and
interdisciplinary work with governments, regulatory bodies, indus-
try, fish farmers and supply chains around the world.

What will our food look like in the future? Right now there is a
biodiversity emergency and our blue planet needs new solutions to
keep it healthy. Aquaculture offers the best solution for providing
safe nutritious food in many parts of the world. Furthermore,
using aquaculture as a conservation tool to enhance biodiversity
may be the only option to repair some parts of our blue planet.
The Institute provides world leading scientific evidence to help
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build a world without hunger and create sustainable livelihoods and
environmentally-friendly industries. Knowing what type of
aquaculture will be most resilient to future climate change and
other natural and human-induced impacts is critical for healthy
aquatic environments and food. As the world population continues
to increase, Stirling experts are at the forefront of developing
solutions for tomorrow’ s food.

After the ceremony and reception at Buckingham Palace, the
University' s Chancellor, Lord Jack McConnell of Glenscorrodale,
hosted a splendid reception in the Churchill Room at the House of
Lords for VIP guests, many from the aquaculture sector, and also
for alumni and supporters living in London. It was a wonderful
occasion and everyone who attended was very proud of the Univer-
sity for both winning this prestigious prize, and also with its vision
for the next 10 years, demonstrating how aquaculture can help
meet ALL of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
There was a lot of goodwill in the room to help the University
through direct support, networking and influence to ensure that it
can fulfil its ambitious plans for the future. Next year the Institute
will mark its 40th anniversary and is planning a major redevelop-
ment of its facilities, ensuring the journey for success continues.
For more information contact
Kerry at directoradvancement@stir.ac.uk or
philanthropy@stir.ac.uk

(Kerry Bryson)
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A new age of exploration i Coma fa "

I" ve lived in some of the world" s great cities - London, New
York, Shanghai and Tokyo among them - but in my heart pride of
place must go to Edinburgh. I went there as a student, knowing
nobody, and stayed for ten happy years. It was in Edinburgh that I
met and married Catherine and we recently returned there for a
significant birthday, to celebrate with wonderful friends.

Catherine hails from Dundee, which is known around the world
for marmalade, jute and The Beano. When I first visited, in 2002, 1
was surprised to find Captain Scott’ s ship Discovery laid up in a
dry dock. Surprised and, | have to say, a little dismayed, because
this famous and proud vessel was stranded in the undistinguished
company of a drab leisure centre, a tired multi-storey carpark and
an ugly hotel. That was then - but much has happened since.

On arriving in Japan, one of the first visitors I welcomed from
the UK was Lori Anderson, the Director of Creative Dundee. She
came to meet fellow creative entrepreneurs and city officials,
following the signing of a joint declaration between Scotland and
Yokohama.

Creative Dundee has been engaged in a twenty-year, £1lbn
project to transform the Waterfront of Dundee. The city council
embraced a vision which enlisted the arts and creative industries
to reshape the city and reimagine its public spaces. The resulting
regeneration of the environment and revival of the community (to
say nothing of the influx of visitors) have won international recog-
nition and acclaim.

By working to broker and support cultural exchange, the British
Council is helping artists and arts professionals to learn from each
other’ s experience, and we are harnessing the arts to champion
diversity and inclusion in our societies.

The stunning centrepiece of Dundee’ s Waterside is an iconic
new V&A museum, designed by Japan' s own Kengo Kuma. I have
to say it provides fitting company for Scott’ s great ship, which

I INVAKDOTHKHEEVE&A museum

stands nearby. We visited the museum as a family last summer; its
design wonderfully evocative of Japanese architecture yet
positioned like cliffs on the banks of the River Tay. This is Kuma' s
first commission in the UK: ‘a conversation’, he says, ‘between
nature and artefact.

On the museum approach, Kuma has contrived shallow stretches
of water which, as you look towards Discovery, give the impression
that the vessel is once again preparing to sail. It" s an image that
has sprung from a brilliant creative mind. For us, it speaks of a
new age of exploration on which the UK and Japan are embarking
together. Such a voyage will draw on our common values and seek
to address our common challenges. Bon voyage! May we make
many beneficial discoveries and be rewarded by the joy of

enterprise and the blessing of friendship.




Japan Series 2020
R VABURIZOWNWT

A& —=1) 27 K0 [Japan Series 2020] ®—8ELT, 3A8HIZT
B WABUR] BRI E LA KFETAR=Y IRV AV M2
S5 LR O 2Bl 2 o T I % i, [5R32 b, BEAs
VO A ME, AEERRTE AR R LICF — L84, FAFZ DR VTW
Qe %A&W&fw%WMJ%AHMF’m@’xﬁﬂjﬂﬁ fe R A7eRe
HOCO AR =Y FR L G A XY NIRRT &I D
L7 [ ABUR I IZI A RINFIBIf. 25— v 71T/
¢®H$A FEDELLT Y F— Ry FaT7ELTEML, YHD
B FIFIC— R Ho TN TwE L LN FALRFEA LD ZB
}?emifro il 1)

SASITITREN ., AL < S RMEATTHINZIE 2 W T, B e HER
ﬁuuu—@ﬁﬁttfﬁf—~/77/7#b%ibittoHﬁk

R AATSTDRIHARD T VHRIEEPES L2 AZE BnE T
o BUBIZIIADFIEFIZED, 799 Fe1IE L2 EL AR L7V —
TORKDEFIZY AF BWETEVI L —IL TS, R 5T 5
NTELTIUF AT, ASW T E->TWE L JEEOPITIEH
FWFEIPNIZT YAV 2B TWBAR, TP ZIREVTWAEALWT,
BYMAKFELLLTRVWEBWE L, BTV LHIZEY DA
TELED, EELTFE2RE72DE ERLATWLEASKTL .

—IHf, FAF P LD DAT N —TAGED KT, BEOLEF A
T@ﬂilh%ﬂiLtoEmﬁw—ftﬂié’k&ﬂﬁﬂ&x#
RELBTLFERN LT ARV LERICESZT L=l olzk
B3, REL R KEER)

b v 7 THURBH B ITbNEBICIE, WD =2 ay T
LR AR—APZITOENTWELZ V=2 Y ay 7T KD
WER, ZHFOMBYRENTONTEY, SREAR—ZATIIEEF
AR POAEI L EDBETNERONE L, BETIIETOFA
THRERLEATLD, HIAZTRLEPHHLTH LFICARTY
% Lizs

B TR, BEOWMBERDH Y, ZNDENLDDD T N —T1255 M
NCAR=IF =% LE L. 27y bRT7T—F 2 — DI
AaAy T Y RONAS Y R EDERT =D [NAF YK=L
bR TwE Ll KOBOLI R TREVWHEEZEDL LIFTH&
B2 = LT A NNE KD W2 720 IR T L7225, H D
THIEE R DY EI)RBERDL LI ONT VAL L0 ETHEEL
FATLIT2 SHDOANRY NI ETLBERTELYP 72T, BT
ETEID 72T, BRWLERZFARY RHIEN)

MIZARFED R WAIRIZIZBWT, HIbO FIZHATEORER S
FHEDAL T 2B A A NAERELRERBRASE TS F L2 OAK
DXALR F A EI O NI A D 2 EDBNOTIZ 20T, KA
WRLBBR LR 2RO £2I1CEoT, ZRSIFETHAWICHS
DTIFERSTWELL LRLZFAZIDLE, BNILTLEE 5
RIRBEZRETOELZINICARRDOT VA Y bOGEEEWT R
Tl [H2EH] R [BIZLI] Loz RKBIE T TITH->TWw
o T [ FLT R [IALLBHVLET] Luv ) EBIE, &
KRR T L o7 L) T s A% BLT, F4vHH
EMEAR LTI L TV A EBEOEE, 2323205 £EMR

CERSELNT L7,

HENTOPLREGE
o F—ATIOO@BE ORI W BICE W4
DEFREES Lo TT BHTRHL O WFOAPHRERLDO K
L INIEALEL.
(AT R A KA R BB 2400

R B ORIER )

Braeden,Jamie Katrin (RiR—YRI XY MKZRRE)

Growing together through the Nanairo

Having been able to organize Europe’ s first
Ekiden’

beautiful campus is filling us with pride and we are grateful for

‘Nanairo sses-

with great success here at Scotland’ s arguably most

the experience gained and the connections we made while we
were going through the different stages of this event.

We, that is the group of Brady, Jamie, Jack, Femke and Katrin:
5 sport management students of the University of Stirling ‘s
MSc Sport Management programme. We all started studying
here last September and first heard about this event in
October, leaving us with little time to prepare. To be fair, had
we known the scale of this event- we maybe would have
thought that organising an event with such a strong message
and impact would be way over our humble student heads.

However, as we all love sports, we could quickly relate to the




message of ‘Nanairo’ and consequently, as the workload and
possible difficulties of this project became apparent, we
decided that we would not back out, but carry on and try our
best to make this event a success.

The next months were very busy. We worked on skills and
manifold fronts which we had never worked on before: on top
of our normal coursework, we had to book venues, raise money,
figure out whom to contact when and how, schedule meetings
with possibly helpful organisations, departments and individu-
als, prepare a presentation at the Scottish parliament, build up
a solid internal and external reputation, manage time, equip-
ment and money efficiently, come up with a vision for the event
and a marketing plan, put both into action while also bringing
together volunteers and participants and not forgetting to
match expectations from our peers in Japan, Stirling and on the
social media platforms we had to set up- to name just a few.
What really helped us was the network of people we were
building up as we went- especially through our internships
(another part of our course), as none of us is local to Stirling
and we therefore initially did not know many people.

In retrospect, if we were to highlight one thing we learned, it
is that as a group, we can reach so much more than all of us
could individually!

Throughout the process of organising this event, everyone' s
strengths became apparent and everyone took responsibility
for certain parts of the workload that suited those skills,
enabling us to overcome those times when the pressure seemed
too much to take. We can now confidently say that we mastered
the art of true groupwork and that we became more than just
group members: We found friends in each other and grew

together.

And for this, we want to thank everyone who accompanied and

Gaoth bho Alba

helped us on our journey.
As there are too many to name, we apologize beforehand for
everyone we cannot mention here. Yet we send special thanks
to Kerry Bryson, the Japanese exchange students and Dr.
Taeko Seki for their help.

You will always be in our hearts! (Katrin Loose)
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