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Professor Trevor Runcie  Chairman of the Japan Society of Scotland

For over 150 years there have been strong bonds linking

Japan to Scotland. The Japan Society of Scotland aims to

strengthen these bonds and promote new academic, cultural

and business connections.

As | come from the city of Aberdeen, | have always been
inspired by the story of Thomas Blake Glover - “The Scottish Samurai” - who
was one of the early pioneers who travelled from Aberdeen to Nagasaki in
the 1850s and was a key figure in the industrialisation of Japan.

However, there are many other famous Scots who had an influence in Japan
during the early Meiji period that are somewhat less known. These include:
Henry Dyer who helped to create the new Imperial College of Engineering
(Kobu Daigakko) in Tokyo; Henry Brunton the “Father of Japanese
lighthouses”; and Alexander Shand who helped to the develop the banking
system in Japan.

In parallel, there we also many famous Japanese pioneers that travelled to
the UK and Scotland. Everyone knows the story of the Choshu 5 who arrived
in the UK to study western technologies in 1863. However less people are
aware that two years later in 1865, 19 students from Satsuma made a similar
expedition.

Nagasawa Kanaye, one of the Satsuma 19 and only aged 13 years old, came
to Aberdeen and studied at a high school known as “The Gymnasium” - now
“The Cruickshank Building” at the Chanonry in Old Aberdeen. Archives of the
local Aberdeen newspaper of the time show he was an absolutely
outstanding student.

All of Nagasawa's colleagues returned to japan after their time in the UK, but
Nagasawa chose to stay in Scotland. Later he moved to New York and finally Nagasawa Park near Santa Rosa California
California where he opened a very successful vineyard that is still in  Nagasawal#EE190— AT BAKHERIC] 1 HEWSEST UKICE
operation today. This summer | had the pleasure to visit San Francisco on a ga'\hgjné_’gV?f;;zoéﬁ)&i?’fnzﬁokﬁﬁi%i;‘_ﬁi@?#ﬂ’E*
business trip and took the opportunity to investigate Nagasawa’s legacy. ZOBHERFZOBHTESNTVET,

Nagasawa opened the vineyard “Paradise Ridge Winery” in 1877, which still

has the same name today. You can find the vineyard in Santa Rosa: a 40-minute drive north of San Francisco. Inside the wine
tasting room there is a small museum dedicated to Nagasawa which mentions his time in Aberdeen and apparently people he
met would comment on “his strong Scottish accent”. There is also a park named in his honour nearby. It is wonderful that
Nagasawa's journey from Japan to Scotland to California is still remembered.

There are many other stories of people traveling from Japan to Scotland during the late 1800s such as Watanabe Kaichi who
studied engineering in Glasgow and worked as a construction foreman on the famous Forth Rail Bridge. In the early 1900s,
Natsume Soseki lived in the UK and spent time in the beautiful picturesque Scottish village of Pitlochry.

Scotland’s connections with Japan continue to grow. Recently | spent two days with Professor Ikuo Yamamoto, from Nagasaki
University, who was made a “GlobalScot” and is working hard to promote academic and business co-operation between our
two countries.

| look forward to helping to make many more new connections between Japan and Scotland and extending the spirit of
friendship and co-operation.
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AAYybS VRS DEEYE  Julie Bastrup Perruchon K (EfEHAZE KF )

¥l 1 am a former student of the University of Stirling in Scotland, and a current Graduate student
of Waseda University. During my years in Stirling. | did a joint degree in English Studies and
French, which deepened my fascination for languages and cultures. Beside my 'day time'
studies, | was fortunate to have the chance to join evening classes provided by the University
to study Japanese. My teacher, Ishikawa Noriko, opened up a whole new world for me, and it
is thanks to her that | developed a fascination for Japanese culture and language,
As such, during my fourth and last year at the University of Stirling, | decided that | wanted to
spend some time in Japan. So it was with determination that | decided to apply to Waseda's
Graduate School of International Culture and Communication Studies. The application
procedure was completely foreign to me, and | remember being quite intimidated by it at the
beginning; | was in the process of completing my dissertation, and suddenly | had to write a
research plan to send along with the rest of my application documents. Looking back, I can
say that it was challenging, but also very fun. In my research plan, | decided that | would
focus my on how different traditional societal systems have affected Japanese youths. | was
very fortunate to be accepted by Waseda University which means that | have the chance to delve deeper into the research of
this subject. My main focus of study is Culture and Communication, while my directed research is under The Intellectual and
Literary History of Japan. | hope to learn a lot during my stay in Tokyo, both academically and personally, as life here is different
from anything I've ever known.
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Scotland then and now
Kate Thomson

70th anniversary of the Edinburgh International Festival

Recovering from the devastation of World War Il, the
Edinburgh International Festival was founded in 1947 with the
vision to bring people together through world-class art by
providing a platform for the “flowering of the human spirit".
Artists of every nationality were keen to heal the wounds of
war and overcome post-war darkness, division and austerity.
Rising above Nazi persecution, the renowned conductor
Bruno Walter was re-united with the Vienna Philharmonic for
one of the performances.

The festival spirit was embraced by the people of Edinburgh
who donated their coal rations to floodlight the castle, and
opened their homes to accommodate artists and audiences as
many hotels were still requisitioned for military use.

In August 1947, eight uninvited theatre groups turned up and
the more informal Festival Fringe was born. The inaugural
International Festival of Documentary Films later became the
International Film Festival. And the Royal Edinburgh Military

Tattoo soon joined the fun. The Jazz and Blues Festival
started in 1978, and in 1983 the Edinburgh International Book
Festival began giving fiction and non-fiction a stage. The popularity of all this cultural activity went on to propagate even more

Kate performing on the Fringe

festivals celebrating science, storytelling, children, Hogmanay, and the visual arts.

So growing up in Edinburgh | had on my doorstep the international wealth of music, theatre, dance, film, literature and art. For
the month of August my family home became a hostel for actors, opera singers, dancers, stage crews, conductors, and directors
from all over the world. This, and volunteering front of house or behind stage for at least one production every year, gave me
access to fascinating insights into the energy and commitment of producing world-class performance, and an appreciation of
international collaboration. By the time | was an art student myself | was also performing on the Fringe with experimental dance
theatre productions.

From the first optimistic seeds for peace and reconciliation Edinburgh has bloomed into the world’s Festival City, celebrating
our highest achievements and nurturing our potential. Over the years the abundance of festivals have been a catalyst and
platform for exciting experiments in the arts, education, and sciences, built strong and productive international relationships,
inspiring generations of participants and audiences. Proof imagination, creativity, generosity and diversity enable a city and the

human spirit to flourish.
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Stuart Shorthouse

Director of International and Recruitment

International and Student Recruitment

University of Stirling

| spent a week in Japan on business at the beginning of May this year. |
was last in Tokyo in 1997 when | worked for a year as an English Language
Teacher at a private English school, so it was a real pleasure to have the
opportunity to return to this wonderful country after so many years. In
my role as Director of International and Recruitment for the University of

Stirling, | am very fortunate that | get the opportunity to travel frequently

across the globe to meet existing and potential new partners. Japan is a

RABE=YVTRRICTHRAABREE L

strategically important market for the University and during my visit, with
the support of Dr Taeko Seki, | spent a very productive week meeting with some of our long-standing institutional partners to discuss
how we can grow our mutually-beneficial links over the coming years. In addition, | had the pleasure of attending the JSA Annual
Meeting at the British Embassy. It was excellent to see so many Stirling partners and alumni at the event, and to speak to some very

interesting people who have such a strong connection with Scotland.
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