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Recording of the Auld Lang Syne CD. November 2014

Gerald Muirhead
Recording proposal
At the end of October I received a call from Universal Music Japan's music producer. He explained the company
intended to record and release a Scottish bagpipe CD with some Japanese tunes, it was associated with the Maa-
San NHK drama. And he wanted the complete recording finished in one month. Two weeks preparation, two weeks
studio recording. I thought difficult but possible!
We set up a preparatory meeting in Sendai. He arrived with their sound engineer. They requested 17 tracks; a
mixture of Scottish Folk, traditional and modern bagpipe tunes and some Japanese melodies. USMJ chose 5 and I
chose 12 tracks. We then negotiated the budget including recording fees and transport expenses and for the
musicians.
The next day I contacted some musician friends in Tokyo and Sendai and brought together a diverse group of folk,
trad & classical musicians. For melodies that were suited to the Scottish bagpipe scale I used the GHP, for other
melodies I used uilleann pipes, custom made electronic pipes or a tin whistle.

Musical arrangements & schedule

Then made a schedule for recording, wrote out the arrangements, some of which were difficult; notably the key
change in Wild Mountain Thyme and Mull of Kintyre I had to use a Bagpipe pitched in A for the latter. The
production manager wanted me to include at least one my own compositions. So around that time I started
“Autumn's Fleeting Splendour” but the “B” part was incomplete. Finally it came to me at home so I wrote it down
on manuscript. Later a friend helped with the accompaniment. I sent the manuscript to the cellist & violinist
about two nights before we finally recorded it on the second last day. Phew!

We successfully re-recorded the track on November 1st. In retrospect I wish we had some more time to re-record
some tunes that were not perfect, but because of the early deadline this was not possible.
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Easter ~Edinburgh Then~

Kate Thomson

Every Easter Sunday when I was growing up in Scotland my family

would invite a close group of friends to paint Easter eggs with us

and then roll them down the hillside. In the Christian tradition

this marks the rolling of the stone from Christ’s tomb, and the egg

cracking symbolises resurrection. We always wondered if this

tradition was routed in older Pagan customs celebrating Spring and

nurturing new life.

One of my favorite annual egg rollers was the architect Duncan

Black who always entertained us with party tricks and beautiful

drawing skill.
It was not until I was an adult that I discovered this lovely warm, funny yet modest man was in fact the prestigious
Deputy Chief Architect with a heroic past. Duncan was an airman during World War II. Shot down over
Dusseldorf in 1943 he spent 2 days on the run before being captured and held as a prisoner of war at Stalag Luft III.
Using his skills as a draftsman he led a team of forgers producing hundreds of passports, travel passes, etc. and
played a central role in the most famous escape attempts of the war, the Wooden Horse and the Great Escape.
Actor Donald Pleasance portrayed Black in the 1963 Hollywood film of “The Great Escape”, but the real Duncan
Black had to give up his place as an escapee due to illness and remained in the prison camp until liberated by
American soldiers in May 1945.

The only time I ever heard Duncan talk about the war was at Katagiri’s and my wedding when he slapped down a
friend of my parents complaining that a Japanese and a Scot should not be a couple by saying “the only possible
reason for what we went through all those years ago is for this happy event to be possible today”. I began to
appreciate that those who have seen great deprivation and suffering are often the keenest optimists looking for
understanding and new beginnings.

Sadly Duncan suffered a stroke in 1993 and was no longer able to join our family for Easter egg rolling on the hills,
so we decided to take it to him instead. = Not able to speak he showed his approval by lifting his knees to make
blanket hills on his bed for us all to roll the painted eggs down. = Duncan died in September 1995 and I still think
of him often, particularly in the Spring, when I remember his lovely smile and enthusiasm for life, laughing at the
eggs rolling down the hills.
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Welcome to Japan!! 22y 72 R bRFFEDOH 4

Kate Downie

It was wonderful to finally replace the Japan of my imagination with the reality of a month
long visit in December 2014. During the first few days in Tokyo, we enjoyed the gastronomic
tour de force of an 8 course meal in a Fugu restaurant, and saw many tourist sights including a
Pachinko arcade in Akihabara ‘Electric City’ and experienced a boat ride beneath countless
bridges of the Sumida river. After a few days we began our epic journey: Okayama, Kurashiki,
Naoshima , Kumamoto, Mount Aso, Hagi, Hiroshima, Mayajima, Kintaikyo, Kyoto, Kanazawa
and Takayama and eventually back to Tokyo where we visited Taeko Saki, then headed north
as guests of our sculptor friends in Iwate- Katagiri Hironori and Kate Thomson. Exhibitions in
Morioka, adventures on the ski slopes of Iwate San and the gastronomic and watery delights of
our special Onsen hotel were some of the highlights in the north.

All along the way I made many ink drawings. I was fascinated by the contrast between the bustling industrial cities and
constructed ‘natural’ tranquillity of the ancient gardens and temples. My next solo exhibition ‘Estuary’ will include many of
my new Japanese drawings is due to open on April 1st 2015 at the Scottish Gallery on Dundas Street in Edinburgh.
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Alan Spence

In November of last year I was fortunate enough to make a short visit to Japan - my third
in four years. (A blessing!) Like the previous trips, this one was to research a book I'm
working on, and it was generously funded by the Carnegie Trust. The subject of my
research was RH Blyth, a remarkable Englishman who published many influential books,
including several volumes of haiku translation and the influential Zen in English
Literature.

With Tokyo as my starting point, and armed with my Japan Rail Pass, I managed in three
short weeks to visit many different places: Kamakura where Blyth lived for many years
(and where he is buried, alongside his friend and mentor DK Suzuki); Kanazawa where
Blyth taught; Gifu to meet a Japanese biographer of Blyth and see rare archive material. I
ended with a few days in a Zen temple in Kyoto. It was a wonderful, inspirational three
weeks, and inspired a sequence of haiku.  Here is one to end:
breathing the air of Japan — woodsmoke on an autumn evening
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Professor John Gardner
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Professor Stuart Picken
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