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Doctor of University

Dr Taeko Seki

Presented by Professor John Gardner,
Deputy Principal for Education and Students.

Dr Taeko Seki will receive the award of Doctor of University in
recognition of her outstanding services to the University of Stirling
and to fostering links between Scotland and Japan.

A lecturer in English Language Education in several Japanese
universities, Including the illustrious Waseda University, Taeko Seki’ s
association with the University of Stirling began in 1994 with a
Master’ s degree in Education and Continued in 2004 with her PhD
examining attitudes and motivation for learning English in Japan. Her
greatest number of online views between 2006 and 2009 and her work
has been recognized by the University's School of Education, which
appointed her as an Honorary Lecturer.

Dr Seki has long been a tireless and enthusiastic ambassador for the
University. She established the Taeko Seki overseas Scholarship
programme, designed to assist Japanese students studying at agent for
the University’s own Centre for English Language Teaching,
recruiting 60-70 Japanese students to their short-course English
language programmes each year.

Taeko Seki continues to champion Japanese-Scottish links and heads
the Japanese Alumni Association of the University of Stirling, which
has more than 250 active members and Japan Scotland Association
which has 200 members. Her work has been recognized by the Scottish
Government which invited her to be the first female GlobalScot, a
network of influential business heads.

Most recently, Dr Seki and the Japan Scotland Association were
instrumental in developing and supporting the University’ s inaugural
Japanese Week in March 2013,an event designed to foster cultural and
educational ties between Scotland and Japan.

JSAKfE Dr. Stephen Baker
Connecting

We all have busy lives but we know it’ s important to
remember and mark certain important events or direct
our minds to certain values that have meaning to us all.
Personally we do this when we celebrate a friend s
birthday or when a couple celebrate a wedding
anniversary. A nation will encourage collective
celebration or reflection through the designation of
certain days, often as a public holiday. Foundation Day in Japan (B:EF& D
H Kenkoku Kinen no Hi) is a day to reflect on the establishment of Japan
and to nourish a love for the country. Other days, such as Greenery Day
(A EDOH Midori no Hi) which encourages us to experience nature and
appreciate its importance, reminds us collectively of something which is
(or should be) important to us all.
One way the Scottish Government has approached this is
through “Scotland's Years of Focus”. This started in 2009 which was
designated as the” Homecoming” . The idea was originated from the aim of
boosting Scottish tourism during a period of economic downturn. Over the
years Scots have migrated all over the world. It is said of this Diaspora or
“Scattered population” that for every person in Scotland there are now
five people of Scottish heritage abroad. The Homecoming of 2009 was a
way of encouraging a connection with these people by inviting them
to “come home” and reconnect with heritage.
Scotland’ s first year of Homecoming in 2009 was a great success and
showed the value of rallying Scotland around a common theme. This led
the Government to create a series of strategic focuses that would lead to
coordinated national activity by designating the years through 2014 with
themes that spotlight Scotland greatest assets so as to . 2010 Food and
Drink, 2011 Active Scotland, 2012 Creative Scotland, 2013 Natural Scotland,
and 2014 Homecoming again.
This year’ s Homecoming is a special year in which Scotland welcomes the
world with a year-long programme of events that celebrate the very best
of Scotland’ s food and drink, active and natural resources as well as it’ s
creativity, culture and ancestral heritage.
The Ryder Cup and the Commonwealth games are two key events that will
certainly encourage many people to travel to Scotland. The Commonwealth
games in particular will deepen Scotland’s connection with the 2.2bn
citizens of the other 53 independent countries of the Commonwealth.
Japan too is promoting people to visit Japan through themes such as “Cool
Japan” . As JSA looks to build bridges and forge connections between Japan
and Scotland this is certainly a great time to encourage our friends in both
countries to visit each other and deepen our connections through the rich
experiences that these focus bring.

Defending Our
Territory

Kate Thomson

= Kate and tribes at the scene of the crime
We spent childhood holidays at a cottage in Peebleshire where a
Stone Age camp had stood thousands of years ago. My siblings and
I (two blond and two of us dark) would play rival tribes. One day
we had climbed opposite hills to pick wild blueberries when we
noticed a car driving up the track in “our valley”. We bristled as a
family of city slickers parked by “our stream”, put up four chairs,
and a picnic fable complete with lace tablecloth, even throwing
rubbish into the pool we had dammed off. We whistled the signal
to charge. Four feral children, faces covered with blueberry juice
war paint, descending from all sides. In haste the panicked family
bundled themselves and their half eaten picnic into their car and
fled. Victorious, we never saw them again.
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130.1 Dynamic and attractive

131.1 The sinful side of sexy

131.2 Magic carpet in a sweetie shop
132.1 Secret moonlit garden dram

132.2 Stunning Panoramio of exotic fruits
132.3 Dark, mysterious and seductive
132.4 Grubby ginger gold

132.5 Sweet and darkly beguiling

132.6 Nite Nurse nipped by piranhas
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