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President's Message
Frank BOYland President of the JSA

cotland has always embraced modernity, diversity and

inclusiveness. Scottish people are truly international and

80 is our Patron Saint, St Andrew.
There can be few national symbols who have more multi-ethnic
and unifying appeal than St Andrew. Indeed it is worth recall-
ing that St Andrew himself was not a Scot. Like many of
today’' s Scots, his roots were in the continent of Asia and it' s
worth remembering that he is also patron saint of Greece,
Russia and Romania among others.
My point is that Scotland and Scottish culture has never been
insular and our strength, including the strength of the JSA is
built on diversity, modernity and inclusiveness and it will ever
be so. In these days of Brexit it might seem that Scotland and
the rest of the UK are turning away from world and looking
inwards. More than ever, we need to work with SDI, the
British Embassy, British Council and the various alumni
groups and other stakeholders in Japan to keep talking and use
academic, cultural, artistic, sporting and business exchange to
let everyone know that Scotland is still open, engaged, warm
and welcoming.
Activities like our hugely successful Scotland Day in Tokyo
and the SRU"s Schools of Rugbhy programme give us a
platform to reach out and show exactly who we are. We must
all continue to work to find even more ways to encourage yet
more dialogue between Scotland and Japan.
I hope you enjoy this Spring edition of our newsletter. Thank
you for your continued support and participation at JSA events
and thanks to everyone who works so hard behind the scenes

to make the JSA such a strong, vibrant and fun organisation.

Frank with his wife Kristine (right) and Dr Taeko Seki (left)

Moving - An opportunity to grow

and enhance our impact for Scotland
Dr Stephen Baker zasrsyrmmmas aafts jsaks
cotland has had an office
in Japan now for some 30
vears, Over that time we
have occupied a number of
different premises - actually
initially locating within the
Offices of Ben Line who have
supported our operation right
through to the present day.
When 1 joined SDI in 2006 the
office was in Toranomon at that
time there were only 5 members
of staff and the country head
was Frank Boyland now presi-
#Z8535 dent of the JSA. It was a friendly
office but rather oddly shaped. When work started on the road
and tunnel to Toranomon Hills our building was vibrating all
the time and we decided to move. We looked at many different
premises but T was really focused on making sure our next
premises would be one where we could showcase Scotland and
easily host meetings for our selves and on behalf of the
Scottish Companies that visited us.
The final choice was the Imperial Hotel. It was in this office
that we grew our staff to 9 people and were able to leverage
the office and the capabilities of the hotel to host many
meetings, events, even provide accommodation. Our ability to
continue to develop the relationship between Japan and
Scotland grew with that move to the Imperial Hotel.
In March of this year we will make another move. This time
we will move into one of the houses on the Embassy
compound. We will have our own space and the opportunity to
bring a Scottish flavour to the ground floor which will be used
by all the Embassy for meetings and events. Just as the move
to the Imperial Hotel allowed us to expand and lift our activi-
ties to a higher level. This move to the British Embassy will
bring many positive elements. We will continue to drive our
activities on behalf of Scotland in the same dynamic way but
now also to deepen the partnership with our colleagues at the
Embassy and collaborate to greater effect for the UK and of
course for Scotland.
In the uncertain world we find ourselves today working in
partnership and combining our resources where it makes
sense is the way in which we can move forward most power-
fully.
Of course I always feel that SDI has a secret weapon - the
Japan Scotland Association - you have always been our
partner and as we look to take advantage of our new home to
deepen the way we work with our Embassy colleagues - I' d
like to ask the members of the JSA to continue your work and
partnership with us to build the bridges of friendship and
cooperation between Japan and Scotland.
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In November, I had the
pleasure of visiting
Japan for the first time.
My time in the country's
capital was largely spent
visiting the University

of Stirling's Japanese partners and esteemed colleagues. I
was also kindly invited to a number of the Japan Scotland
Association's events; most notably a Scottish gin tasting
evening, a special Q&A screening of 'Whisky Galore', and

Gaoth bho Alba

Burns Night
Colin Macleod R &T4%KKk% b

Every January, Scottish people celebrate the life and work
of their national poet, Robert Burns. Born in 1759, Burns
lived only 37 years, but in that time he wrote many
wonderful poems that are still recited today.

On January 26th, more than 100 people, including many
JSA members, gathered at the Yokohama Country and
Athletic Club to honour Burns. Guests were piped into the
hall by members of the San Diego-based House of Scotland
Pipe Band.

Keeping with tradition, a short Scots prayer known as the
Selkirk Grace was recited before dinner. Next, the haggis,
carried by the chef, was piped into the hall and a
theatrical recital of Burns’ Address to a Haggis was
given. Now the meal could begin. Haggis, neeps and
tatties were followed by cock-a-leekie soup and a choice of
braised beef shanks, salmon, and a vegetarian option. This
was followed by the classic Scottish dessert, cranachan,
coffee and Scottish shortbread.

A traditional Burns Night consists of many recitals and
speeches. A beautiful rendition of Ae Fond Kiss was given,
as well as the Immortal Memory, a speech celebrating the
enduring spirit of Burns, someone who did so much to
popularise Scottish culture and heritage.

Lightening the mood, our President, Frank Boyland, gave
the Toast to the Lassies. Originally, this speech was given
to thank the ladies who had cooked the evening' s food,
but the modern Toast to the Lassies is a light-hearted
speech affectionately poking fun at the women in our lives.
Frank didn’ t disappoint! As was
only fair, the Reply from the
Lassies, didn' t pull any punches
either!

A Scottish-themed quiz and a
lively ceilidh dance rounded-off a
wonderful evening. -
Make sure you don't
miss Burns Night in
2020 - it' s truly a
highlight of the
Scottish calendar!
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the highly anticipated Scotland Day. The annually
celebrated Scotland Day was a huge success due to
generous spirit of the JSA members, and enlivened with an
'al fresco' ceilidh!

I hope that my work at the University of Stirling will
continue to facilitate international mobility between
Scotland and Japan, and encourage both nations to share
and delight in one another's cultural traditions. My special
thanks goes to Taeko Seki, who made this trip possible.

(Ciara McNally)




Scottish Rugby’s friendship

with Japan Toni Blackhurst
Head of Marketing & Sponsorship Scottish Rugby

the Japanese Rugby Union in 2013 and have since

then, enjoyed regular visits to Japan to develop this
relationship. After hosting the Japanese team at BT
Murrayfield in 2014 to play their first ever fixture at a
Tier 1 international stadium, Scotland played 2 fixtures
against Japan in 2016, the latter game between attended
by the Emperor and Empress.
The relationship between Japan and Scotland was further
strengthened with the forming of a partnership between
Scottish Rugby and the prefecture of Nagasaki in August
2016. Since then, numerous activities have taken place
including a school boys rugby tour from Nagasaki to
Edinburgh, all 110 schools in Nagasaki have received
Scotland rugby balls, handed over with due ceremony to
each school, a new Nagasaki strip has been designed by
Scotland’ s kit partner Macron and incorporates the new
Nagasaki tartan, designed in Scotland. A number of
players and coaches have visited Nagasaki with thousands
of children to date participating in coaching sessions.
The highlight of this partnership was in August last year,
when Alastair Kellock, former Scotland captain took a
group of 24 young boys from Scotland’ s Schools of Rugby
to Nagasaki for a week-long rugby and cultural exchange.
The Schools of Rugby programme supports 15 schools in
some of the most deprived areas across Scotland,
providing opportunities for disadvantaged young people to
develop their physical fitness, cognitive skills and personal
qualities. The children enjoyed eight days in Japan and
played two games against Nagasaki Ul6s. The tour also
saw the players experience a new culture as they tried
their hands at calligraphy and archery, as well as taking
part in Nagasaki' s traditional Kunchi autumn harvest
festival and attended a peace ceremony to mark the
anniversary of the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in 1945.

S cottish Rugby signed a long-term partnership with

Looking ahead to this year and the Rugby World Cup,
plans are in place to further strengthen the relationship
with Japan. Yokohama, the venue for two of Scotland’s
pool games against Ireland and Japan will enjoy a number
of activities to help raise the profile of rugby in the
prefecture. The 21 rugby playing schools in Yokohama will
each receive a Scotland ball and Scotland branded cap for
all rugby playing students. Each school will nominate 1
student to participate in a coaching session with
Scotland’ s Head coach, Gregor Townsend at the end of
April - a fantastic opportunity for the young people. The
Yokohama Creative Centre has been selected as Scottish
Rugby House, a destination for Scotland fans and partners
on the Scotland v Ireland and Scotland v Japan match
days, with the venue being used by Scottish Rugby and
Scottish Development international in between these
games to promote the best of Scotland through a number
of events and exhibitions.

Nagasaki will welcome the Scotland team in early
September for the final stages of their Rugby World Cup
preparation, hosting the team for a week' s camp before
they move to Tokyo. And the relationship that has been
building over the past 6 vyears, will come to a sporting
pinnacle when Japan and Scotland compete in the final
game of the pool rounds on the 13th October to determine
who progresses to the quarter finals. Friends on and off
the pitch, this game will be a fitting tribute to the two
countries who have developed
such a close relationship over
the year's and regardless of
the result, the friendship will
continue for many years to
come.
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