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Br1dges to the Future #m# 4112y

“, I am a Scottish sculptor married to the
- Japanese sculptor Hironori Katagiri.

. Just after we met during a sculpture
symposium in Scotland Katagiri persuaded
me to visit him in Japan by organising a solo
exhibition for me in Sendai, and I quickly fell
in love with Japan as well as with him.

Over the last 25 years experiencing different
perspectives and perceptions in Japan and recognising the
common ground between the two cultures has been vital in
developing my ideas and skills for making sculpture.

Japan and Scotland have had a close relationship since the role
Scottish engineers played in the Meiji revolution. As I have
benefitted from the many bridges built on these strong
foundations I feel a responsibility to help maintain and develop
them. I would like to encourage young people to take advantage
of the international opportunities these connections offer as you
will be the future “engineers” keeping them alive and opening
new gateways. Kate Thomson
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