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Dear JSA members it is my deepest honour to be able to
make my first greeting to you as your new Chairman. As
many of you will know | am the Regional Director for Scot-
tish Development International responsible for Inward
Investment from Asia into Scotland as well as Country Head
for Japan. Since the founding of JSA it has always been my
pleasure to be a part of JSA as this organization plays a
vital role in maintaining and creating the bonds of friend-
ship Japan and Scotland.

Wil

The historical relations are deep and meaningful, many
Scotsman played a significant role in the early industrial-
ization of Japan and Japan, in turn, played a significant
role in revitalising the economy of the UK & Scotland in the
80s and early 90s. JSA however takes us beyond trade and
investment and plays directly into the border areas of
cultural, educational and sporting exchanges that underpin
the enduring ties of friendship between our two nations.
During my time as chairman | would like to work with you all
to see what we can do together to enrich ourselves through
these exchanges and associated activities to further that
bond between our two nations.

I'm so thankful to all of you who have become members of
JSA and I'd like to look to see what | can do to make your
membership have more meaning. Perversely the COVID
epidemic may have pointed the way as to how we can
realistically achieve this. Most of our membership activities
to date have revolved around us coming together in physi-
cal events like Scotland Day, but participation has been
limited by the size of the venue and just the sheer logistics
of travelling to the event, often far off places. COVID has
changed the way we communicate in today's world. Online
meetings, webinars, seminars, lectures, educational
courses and key events are now common features of our
lives. From a personal perspective many now will connect
on line with family, friends and colleagues to have a chat,
take lunch or dinner or even just share some moment over
a drink. COVID for all the difficulties it has caused and the
dramatic way it has affected our lives has actually led to
new ways for us to come together, to communicate and
share - in today's world distance is not a problem. This new
culture is one which | hope we can all leverage. | would like
to move our JSA culture to one of “active involvement”. I'd
like us all to see and explore how many events or activities
we can put in place where we can all be involved. Where
being involved can be a simple as just taking an hour or two
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out of an evening to come together in our virtual explora-
tions and celebrations of the relationships between our two
nations.

In the coming months | would like to reach out to you all and
ask you how you would like to be involved? What activity or
event would you like to see JSA bring together - you may
well want to take the lead in some of these events and that
would be most welcome.

Please join me in creating a JSA based on active involve-
ment where we can come together in friendship to enjoy,
learn, and contribute by participating in those events and
activities. As we look to build and continue the relation
between our nations through these activities let us also do

‘ something very special and
lay the foundation for those
that come after us the youth
of our two nations.
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#% Colin Macleod

My name is Colin Macleod and I'm originally from

the Isle of Lewis on the west coast of Scotland. I

studied psychology at the University of Stirling and

worked in Santiago (Chile) and London before

: coming to Japan in 2005. I taught English for 3

‘ years in Joestu City, Niigata, as part of the Japan

Exchange and Teaching Programme. I am now an

Assistant Professor at Atomi University, lecturing on British culture
and researching computer-assisted language learning.
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Gaoth bho Alba

Family life in Scotland during lockdown, by Kerry Bryson

On 23 March the UK Prime Minister
announced a full lockdown and
everything changed: the roads were
quiet, the streets were empty. Events,
birthday parties, weddings and funer-
als were cancelled. Schools, shops,
: restaurants, parks, gyms, dentists
closed overnight. Visitors were forbidden and we could only
leave the house for exercise or essential shopping. My husband
and | set up home offices, learned new digital skills as virtual
meetings became the norm. Many projects were paused
as colleagues or customers reprioritised tasks or were
put onto the UK Government’s furlough scheme. Our 3
children were home-schooling and adding to our stress
was the inadequate Wi-Fi in our home. For our youngest
the school day was reduced to just two hours. The twins
Higher Exams (for University entrance) were cancelled.
We were anxious about their education and how
lockdown was affecting our family’s physical and mental
wellbeing. We set up a mini-gym in the garden and the
dog was exhausted as each of us took her out for daily *
walkies”. Networking and extended family time was replaced with
virtual dinner parties and zoom quizzes. Do-it-yourself haircuts
had mixed results! Supermarkets were stripped bare of main
essentials as people stockpiled and retailers imposed caps on
pasta, flour, hand sanitiser and toilet rolll The HRH The Queen
addressed the nation marking a truly unprecedented crisis. Scot-
land tuned in to the TV for the First Minister’s daily briefings, and
for news on how the virus was affecting other countries. We
realised how grateful we were for the National Health Service
(NHS) and thanked key workers in a weekly evening ritual of
#ClapForCarers. A very proud moment was when 400 University
of Stirling nursing students and staff volunteered for the NHS.
War veteran Captain Tom Moore captured the public’s imagination
leading a £30m+ fundraising drive for the NHS to mark his 100th
birthday. School children thanked the NHS by painting rainbows
and placing them in our windows alongside teddy bears. So

The Covid-19 crisis in Scotland By Colin Donald
(Business Editor, Sunday Herald, member of JSA)

The UK has been one of countries worst affected by coronavirus
in Europe and Scotland has played its part. As of September 20,
4,236 deaths have been registered where Covid-19 was
mentioned on the death certificate (although many of these
deaths will have been from other causes).

Shockingly, Scotland saw a surge of deaths in care homes, as
infected elderly people were released from hospital into these
nursing facilities without being tested, leading the virus to run
rampant. As much as 46% of Covid-19 registered deaths related
to deaths were in care homes, the same as in hospitals (the
remaining 7% were at home). The care homes scandal is likely to
receive close official attention when the virus subsides, with
plenty of blame to go around in the inevitable enquiries.

nspired by the example of our health workers and those keeping
essential services going, the Scottish public has been reasonably
conscientious in following UK and Scottish Government advice
during lockdown. The focus of concern about secondary effects
has been education, the likely damage to young people’s develop-
ment being an acute concern. One of the biggest stories of the
crisis has been the Scottish Government's botchedattempt to

teddy bears and rainbows

(RE-UVITXZHNBE.JSARR)

too the Wallace Monument became a colourful symbol of hope
across Stirling at a time of uncertainty. A cheer was heard
across the land when Scottish Government announced that
schools would return full time in August and that hairdressers
could reopen (dog clippers are not the best tool for cutting one's
own hair)! Today social distancing rules are enforced and
wearing facemasks in public is normal, available in every colour
and style imaginable, even tartan ones. The pandemic is not over
yet and | send best wishes from the University of Stirling to all
JSA members. Stay safe and well in these uncertain times.

= =

Wallace Monument

awarding grades by algorithm
rather than exam.

As with health and education,
it is still too early to count the
cost of the economic damage
to the Scottish economy,
though it is likely to have been
high. The latest official figures
show the Scottish economy
suffering a near-20% drop in
output in the second quarter
of this year, in line with the
UK. Behind this statistic lies a
world of anxiety and waste in
human terms. Scotland is a small business-heavy country and
many enterprises have very little leeway to tolerate a few weeks
of curtailed trading, let alone a few months.

Struggling to cope with the vast cost of the 2020 virus, Scots
must take inspiration from the self-sacrifices and hard work that
will eventually enable us to put the crisis behind us.
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When did you become interested in Japanese art?
At first, I entered from manga such as "AKIRA", and from then on,
I was gradually influenced by various places, but the thing that

had a huge impact was the exhibition of Ukiyo-e paintings by
Kuniyoshi Utagawa at the Royal Academy in London. And after

this there was a shunga (erotic prints) exhibition I saw at the
British Museum. Before that, I had seen Japanese woodblock prints
and other exhibitions, but I wasn't so impressed with the curation
and direction. But after seeing those two exhibitions, I wanted to
learn more about Japanese painting and started studying.

-So, what do you want the people who come to the exhibition to feel
through your art?

I would be happy if you could feel what I felt when making this
work. I think in any exhibition there are works that I am attracted
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to and works that I don’ t feel so much, but my hope is that in this
exhibition at least some of the works will connect strongly with
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THEN AND NOW : Sha Raku En, the Cowden garden and restor-
ing a piece of Japan in Scotland
On a freezing cold day in March, Taeko Seki, Anne Lawrie and
Kerry Bryson visited the garden to meet the gardeners and see
the restoration project. Kerry returned in September to see the
progress. Today the loch is full of water, trout and carp; the Tea
House is under construction, the dry garden looks fantastic - once
again a place of peace and delight. During lockdown staff and
volunteers created a unique online Geotourist trail where you can
find out more information until such times as we can meet in
Scotland and the Garden in person:

https://geotourist.com/tours/4084 (Kerry Bryson)
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It is with pleasure that I introduce myself.
I am Benneth Esiana. I studied Biology and Environ-
mental Sciences, BSc., and Soil and Environmental
Sciences, PhD. at the University of Stirling.
Presently, I lecture at Aomori Public University, in
Japan, where I have continued with my philosophy to
“teach thoroughly what must be taught” . Incidentally,
this also happens to be one of the university’ s Educa-
tional Policies. It is my utmost wish to work with
colleagues and other members of staff here at the
university to not only uphold our educational philoso-
phies but also to enhance the delivery of our educa-
tional obligation which is to “Cultivate able-
professionals with expertise to compete on a global
stage” .
Aomori is a beautiful place in its own right. With abun-
dance of nature, it is no task at all getting out to enjoy
the natural environment. Since arriving here, I have
picked up a new hobby - cycling. With this, explor-

ing the city and
surrounding areas
have become quite
a pleasurable expe-
rience, time saving,
whilst also being
able to befriend -
local residents, and
like-minded
individuals.

I do look forward to
my future here in
Japan and beyond.
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Glasgow dialect

Haw Maw! School's finished but.

'N ma belly hinks ma throat's cut
See's a piece an summat tae drink
Ma throat's rid raw n ah canny hink
Ma heid's beef n ma spit's that sour
Gie's summat tae tide's ower

Gie's peace! Gon see yer granny

normal English

Hey Mum, school has finished for the summer
holidays, however

My tummy is so empty that it thinks that my throat
has been cut.

Give me a sandwich and something to drink.

My throat is aching and I cannot think.

My head is muddled and my saliva is acidic

Give me something to keep me alive

Give me a time of .,,}"{ “1’[ -M’L ,,‘;,Q‘ oy BT

peace and quiet. . —
Go and visit your “'“‘ ‘«L"‘ & 7 &4 R i
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