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As a member of the Interna-
tionalisation & Partnership
Department at the University
of Stirling, I was fortunate cnough to visit some of our Japanese
partners last month to advise them of our courses running over
the next academic year. At Stirling, we are always looking for
opportunities to build on the strong foundations we have estab-
lished in Japan, and find new ways to better support Japanese
students wishing to study in Scotland.

I also had the pleasure of taking part in a cooking class with
some of the JSA members, hosted by Dr Taeko Seki. It was a
wonderful afternoon of preparing food around the table, eating
together, and sharing stories of Scottish and Japanese culture.
It also inspired me to cook a Japanese meal of okonomiyaki for
my friends on my return to the UK. The ritual of sharing time,
food, and friendship with the JSA members was a real comfort,
especially when thousands of miles away from the familiarity
of home. This afternoon will stand out as a special highlight of
my trip to Japan - thank vou for making me feel so welcomel!
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