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Japan Week 2016

Message from Suzie Huggins, Head of Events Japan Week

Picture the scene: a man in black walks onto a darkened stage. Not a light can be seen.
Suddenly, lights erupts and the haunting sounds of Tatsuya Yamauchi’s violin fill the air.
In suitably dramatic fashion, Tatsuya Yamauchi, with Shunsuke Mizobuchi on vocals and Kaori
Kosakai on piano, launched Japan Week 2016 with a concert full of soaring melodies, comic
dialogue and modern musical interpretations. Oh, and don’t forget the sparkly suits!
As well as welcoming Tatsuya and friends to campus, we were delighted to hold other new
events:Professor Darren Ashmore of Yamanashi Gakuin University delivered a fascinating talk
on Anime and Pop Culture, while Deborah Hathorn “Riji”, demonstrated the art of Ikebana. In
beautiful symmetry, we displayed photographs of Japan and Scotland, taken by a Scotsman and
Japanese man respectively.

We also welcomed back some old friends: Takeshi Shimizu explored the connections between Sherlock Holmes, James
Bond and British Intelligence, Keiko Horiuchi gave a dramatic calligraphy performance and Keiko Hikari coordinated a very
popular calligraphy workshop.

A heartfelt “thank you” to our many friends and supporters, and to the Japan Scotland Association.
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Internationalisation Manager, University of Stirling
Maria Cid-Castilla

In my role as Internationalisation Manager at the University of Stirling, I am responsible for the
development and management of short term programmes of study for international students. These

include undergraduate Study Abroad programmes, the International Summer School and bespoke
English Language courses.

In October 2015, I had the opportunity to travel to Japan and meet with six prestigious Japanese
Universities and also attend UK Education Fairs in both Tokyo and Osaka. It was an extremely
productive visit and I particularly enjoyed promoting our wide range of programmes and experiencing
first hand the hospitality, enthusiasm and interest of partner Institutions and prospective students.
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Dr Taeko Seki for her time and warm welcome
during my visit.
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