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Message from JSA Honorary Ambassador Dr. Stephen Baker

Over the last two years Scotland’s visibility on the world stage has increased. In 2014 we hosted the
Commonwealth Games* and the Ryder Cup* two significant events that focused attention on Scotland. 2014 was
also the year of the independence referendum®. The idea of Scotland actually becoming independent from the rest
of the UK, and that there was a peaceful, agreed path to that actually happening captured the world’s attention and
brought Scotland onto the front page of all the major newspapers globally. The morning drama Masan also served
to keep Scotland in the spotlight in Japan, resulting in a number of Magazines and TV shows looking to do articles
or TV shows on Scotland. The most recent being “Tabi Salada” and “Elle a table”.

This raised awareness of Scotland in Japan has made our job at Scottish Development International a lot easier,
as when people are thinking about projects or international areas of collaboration it makes it much easier for them
to think about Scotland and explore the possibilities of doing things together between our two nations.

The recent visit to Japan by Ms Hyslop, Cabinet Secretary for culture and External Affairs* also emphasised* the
warm bonds that exist and that can be strengthened between our two nations through culture, design, fashion,
music and art - these languages touch us all.

In this sense the work of JSA is extremely important, the student exchanges,

Japan week, and the events in Japan all help keep the bond between our
nations alive. Although it may not seem so because it’s not a direct connection,
the work of JSA is important not just because of the direct activities but also
because of its feed more broadly into cultural, politics and business. I'd like to
ask all of you, through JSA, to keep the connection between Japan and
Scotland as vibrant* as you can. The meaning and importance of JSA’s
activities go far beyond the events it holds.

Seki-sensei created JSA to be an interactive organisation, one that though exchange and interaction opens up
new possibilities for the future between Scotland and Japan. I hope we can all be active participants and share the
vision.
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Friendship between Stirling Univ. and HF&H AN K%
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Stirling says thank you to JSA
Director of Development & External Affairs University of Stirling, Scotland
Kerry Bryson

It was a great pleasure for Professor Malcolm McLeod, Deputy Principal*, and myself
to attend the Japan Scotland Association meeting and reception at the British Embassy
in Tokyo on 29 May to reflect on the excellent work of JSA over the past year. I am
proud to be a member of JSA and to play a part in promoting friendship and exchange
between Scotland and Japan.

The University of Stirling has had three highly successful Japanese weeks — and they have flourished because of
the help of Dr Taeko Seki and many, many JSA members. The University warmly thanks JSA for all their support
especially those members who have travelled to Stirling to enjoy the week of shared culture. People who deserve a
special mention include Dr Isamu Ichige for donating the wonderful art books, Ms Hisa Kagawa who shared her
tanka poems, and artists Kate Thomson and Hironori Katagiri who support the programme every year. In 2013 Mr
Haneda gave a lecture on calligraphy* - and when Atomi University generously donated calligraphy kits the
Japanese students became the teachers. = We now enjoy tea ceremonies, Japanese language taster sessions, and
concerts, with kotos donated by Waseda University and Dr.Seki.  This year included displays from the National
Bonsai Collection of Scotland and a photographic exhibition from the JET Programme*. We have had many
wonderful guest speakers including Mr Arima from JETRO* London, Dr.Stephen Baker of SDI, and a keynote
address by the Consul General of Japan Mr Kitaoka entitled ‘Scotland as I see it’ — a humorous view on Scotland and
its people.

The spring and summer schools for Japanese students continue to flourish and we look forward to welcoming
more students to campus in 2016. The University is already planning for Japan Week 2016 and hopefully violinist
Mr Yamauchi will perform next year. Japan Week enriches the learning and experience for all our students and
staff, across every nationality. In today’s world, gaining a global perspective is critical for all of us. JSA proves
there is no end to what can be achieved when people from different nationalities come together — because our
humanity unites us, and our cultural diversity enriches us all. Thank you.

1EM Deputy Principal:fl*:5. flourished: %329 %, calligraphy:#5-, JET programme: the Japan Exchange and Teaching Programme, #&%%*
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~Glasgow Then~ Kate Thomson

In 1984, when I was 22, the Scottish Arts Council
awarded me a 3 year contract as a community artist
for the Gorbals*, Glasgow. The area had a rough
reputation®* and was notorious* for the failed
architectural experiment of high-rise social
housing* that had quickly become new slums.

Armed only with* a flimsy* piece of paper saying I
had a wuniversity degree in Fine Art, and
handicapped by a posh Edinburgh accent, I
nervously turned up for my first day of work. How
could I satisfy the hunger for quality and beauty in
this concrete wasteland*? The local community
was incredibly welcoming and my education began
in earnest®. Photo of “Glasgow Life” mural 1987

One group of local children I was working with wanted to brighten up the entrance lobby to the concrete tower block
they lived in. They proved to be articulate* artists with a keen sense of how to explore their world. The result was
the ceramic tile mural in this picture.

What I learned is that people are far more sophisticated* than many cultural organisations give them credit for*.
Art is a language that can help people understand and articulate the complexity of their world.

All T needed to do was nurture* visual literacy*: show examples of the best, teach basic technical skills, and never
patronise* by assuming* they would only appreciate* pop culture or easy narratives®.

After 3 years working with the Gorbals community I wanted to explore ways public art could enhance and improve
the social environment. So began a journey that led me all over the world and to Japan. Most of the Gorbals area
has been re-built again over the last two decades. Oatlands, at the east end of the Gorbals, was demolished* several
years ago and is now 5 years into redevelopment. As part of this regeneration I have been commissioned* to make
public artwork for the central Oatlands Square. It is wonderful to be working back in the area that first inspired me;
and back in touch with some of the children in this photo, now in their 40’s, I am flattered* they still remember me.
The finished “River Spirit” sculpture will be unveiled on 234 September.
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Professor Gerry McCormac & Ms Jennifer Harrison
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