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Size matters ~Edinburgh Then~
Kate Thomson
When I was at school in Edinburgh, uniform was

strictly enforced.

Naturally we tried to personalise our uniforms instead

of resembling obedient clones. The Headmistress

would make us kneel on the floor while she came round

with a ruler to check our tie knots were regulation 3

cm, and our skirts were not so long they touched the

floor or more than 3 cm off the floor. When mini

skirts were still in fashion we tucked excess length into

our waistbands, so there would be a frantic ripple along

the lines of girls trying to pull skirts back down before

she reached us. When long skirts came into fashion

the same ripple adjusted the extra material the

opposite way.

I grew fast, 180 cm tall by the age of 14. A new uniform every year was too expensive (even at the more affordable
second hand exchange shop run by the PTA). So my mother bought me an extra large blazer to grow into. I
protested its enormous shoulders and long arms made me look like a gorilla. Terrible timing - we were merging
with our brother school — boys would see me like this!

I promptly stopped growing!

I was still the tallest in my year until the final term, when some of the boys finally caught up. Attempts to shrink by
stooping only enhanced my lumping shyness. To add insult to injury my younger sisters, instead of suffering my
hand me downs, had more flattering uniforms, as I never grew out of mine. Later, I did grow out of shyness and
learned to walk tall.
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Welcome to Japan!! Xz vy F7 2 FADBAERRKRITE

Loiuse Johnston

I am delighted to be back again in Tokyo for this my third visit to Japan. The weather
has been beautiful and has allowed me to explore the Ueno Park
gardens and visit several of the wonderful museums there. I greatly enjoyed the
Hokusai Exhibition at the Ueno Royal Museum and was very impressed by the large
collection of Rodin sculptures at the National Museum of Western Art.
On Sunday I travelled to Hakone with my friend Taeko Seki to relax in a wonderful hot
spa before visiting lake Ashi to see the spectacular views of the lake and Mount Fuji.
This coming weekend I am looking forward to the Highland Games. On the 6th of
October an interview for NHK where I was asked various questions about the result of
the recent Scottish Referendum on independence with Taeko Seki will be televised.
WA= DVar AP Eh FUT A RETEMBEZHA O, BREEIT 7V H, Zo¥=
T COERRILIC N ZENTH DS LeWET, BFEE L THIGH,
9 H 20 HIZKH 1 22 AMTE, EICHAARDEMERE, SMEhE L,

Sue Hunt

Dr Taeko Seki and I have been colleagues at CELT
at Stirling University for over 15 years, and friends
for almost as long. Every year, Taeko has said ‘ you
must come to Japan’, and I have replied, ‘we will
one day’. Last August, my husband Jamie and I
decided that 2014 was going to be the year, and so
we arrived in Tokyo on the morning of 4th August,
to be met by Fumiko Shibata, a former student.
She accompanied us to Taeko’s flat, our base for
the duration of our visit, and thereafter our feet barely
touched the ground.

Taeko had organised a wonderful introduction to Japan for us, which included a visit to Kamakura, to Nikko, to
Hakone (our first hot spa), then onward to Kyoto, Hiroshima and Miyajima, before returning to Tokyo.Everywhere
we went, we were met by former students, who had given up their time to be our guides — we could not have
managed without them, and would like to send a special thank you to them all.

However, our biggest thank you is to Taeko, who not only gave us her flat, but spent time with us in Tokyo, invited
us to her son’s house where Yuko gave us a delicious Japanese dinner, and
organised a gathering of my former students — it was wonderful to see so
many of them, now speaking English so well !! And I have to mention the
interview for the newspaper on the Scottish referendum!

Memories : hot looseats, umbrellas and parasols, wires along the
streets,delicious sushi, amazing department stores, but above all,
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Loiuse McMormac

Japan is a fascinating country and I have been privileged to spend
a few weeks exploring Tokyo, Miyazaki and the island of Kyushu.
My mother was always interested in art. As a child I remember
enjoying her book of Japanese art. The beautiful depictions of
nature, Japanese society and Japanese culture were so simple yet
on closer inspection held amazing detail - truly a feast for the eyes.
To be able to see the landscape that inspired this art and
experience modern Japan is a privilege. I would like to thank Dr
Taeko Seki, Professor Hiroko Hayashi, Professor Masayuki
Kumamoto, Mr Masato Maehara and the JSA for their very
generous hospitality.
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